In opening the assembly, Dr. Richard M. Field, president of the American Geophysical Union, stated that: "Through the courtesy of the Government of the United States of America, the American Geophysical Union, with the cooperation of its parent body, the National Research Council, has both the privilege and the honor of acting as host to one of the most significant international organizations in the promotion of science among the nations of the earththe International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics.
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In differentiating the work of this international body from that of national scientific societies, it is the peculiar province of this Union to devote itself to furthering the knowledge of the sciences of the earth in those particular fields where international cooperation is most necessary.
"The program of this seventh assembly now gathered in Washington includes those fundamental aspects of the sciences which deal with the problems of the earth's crust, its oceans and its atmosphere; problems that can not be solved without the cooperation of the many nations to whom are entrusted the vari ous territories of our globe.
"We recognize that this assembly is called at a time of unusual stress, and the Executive Committee of this Union is therefore especially conscious of its 
